SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 28th January 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs D H Gale (Vice-Chairman in the Chair), N Aldis, P Blaine, N O’Leary, C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and G White

Together with one elector of the town.
1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Bartlett, Broughton, Jones and Pettitt. 

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F69/07)

(a) Prejudicial Interests


Cllr Mrs Sutton (Planning Application 07/02121/FULL) as an employee of the applicant
(b) Personal interests
Cllr Osborne (Planning Application 07/02121/FULL) as Member of the RSPB and the relative of an employee.
Cllr D Sharman (Planning Application 07/02121/FULL) as volunteer of the RSPB and the relative of an employee.

3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(F70/07)
During the consideration of application 07/02121/FULL Cllr Mrs Sutton left the Chamber.

One letter of objection to application 07/02150/FULL had been received and this was summarised to the meeting by the Clerk.
Members were addressed by a near neighbour of the site of application 07/02150/FULL, objecting to the application.

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
4. Minutes








(F71/07)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 10th December 2007 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meetings on Monday 14th January and 21st January 2008, were signed.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(F72/07)

2007/2008

(1) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested – permissions have now been granted for the work to commence. SEG have approached First Capital Connect for their promised contribution to the project.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
 (b) Additional markings In Town Car Park

The Car Park Working Group is considering the re-marking of the whole car park.

Resolved: That the situation be noted and the item may now be deleted.
6.  Youth Council 
(F73/07)
The minutes of the Youth Council Working group meeting held on Monday 7th January were considered.  Cllr Osborne said that the input from Leighton Buzzard’s youth workers was very useful
Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting be received.
7. Premises Sub-Committee

(F74/07)
The minutes of the Premises Sub-Committee meeting held on 7th January 2008 were considered. 
Resolved: That the minutes be received.

Recommendations also resolved:

a) That the group is a sub-committee of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.

b) That the sub-committee is responsible for all buildings owned or leased by the Council

c) That it is responsible for reviewing;

(i) Repairs and renewals 

(ii) The Health & Safety aspects of the premises

(iii) To make recommendations on any adaptations or modifications required to meet legislation or Council needs.

(iv) To monitor or recommend any acquisitions or disposals of Council property.

(v) To develop and monitor an ongoing maintenance plan.

d) The Clerk was asked to check the Councils liabilities where it owns  the land, but not the building constructed on it. 

8. Sandy Charities Accounts for the year ended 9th June 2007

 (F75/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested to write to Mr Mount to ask if he could provide an article for the Newsletter/Annual report, highlighting the help available for Sandy residents.
9. Sunderland Road Pavilion and Secure Storage (F76/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That Option 2 be adopted, i.e. converting the present garage into a brick building, at a sum of £20,500 of which £5,000 will be contributed by Sandy Sports and Leisure Association, the remaining £15,500 to be funded from the Town Council’s Capital Account.
10. Bedfordshire County Council Chairman’s Reception (F77/07)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

Resolved: That Cllr Scott be requested to attend the reception on Tuesday 19th February 2008 at 6.00 pm.
11. Planning Obligations Consultation

(F78/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

Resolved: (a) That the Clerk’s action in writing to ask that Sandy be included in the list of towns and villages actively looking for new land for a cemetery be confirmed.

(b) That the Clerk is requested to further write and reiterate the Council’s previous resolution that Sandy requires more sporting facilities, allotments and health facilities.

(c) That the Clerk be requested to point out that the timescale for responses to the consultation is unrealistic for Towns and Parishes, many are unlikely to hold meetings in time to be able to respond.
12. Consultation on Orders and Regulations relating to the conduct of Local Authority Members in England   (F79/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  

Resolved: That no comments be made on the consultation document.
11. Press release

(F80/07)

Resolved: That no press release is considered necessary.
7
4

